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Developmental Biology Cover Competition for Students and PostdocsFeng Gao is an excellent example of
how interdisciplinary the ﬁeld of
developmental biology is. Gao has a
degree in Stratigraphy and Paleon-
tology from the Nanjing Institute of
Geology and Paleontology at theThis spring, a call for submission of experimental photos or
illustrations by student and postdoctoral SDB members to be
showcased on the cover of SDB's ofﬁcial journal Developmental Biology
was made. We received 34 submissions and the winner of each
category was awarded a personal online subscription to the journal in
addition to the admiration of their peers!
And the winners are as follows:
Developmental Biology Student Cover Competition Winner
Adán Guerrero, Biotechnology Institute, Universidad Nacional
Autónoma de México
A chemotactic turn of marine sperm
His cover appeared on the July 1-15, 2010 issue of Developmental
Biology.Adán Guerrero is a biochemical sciences grad-
uate student at the Biotechnology Institute of
the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México
in the laboratory of Alberto Darszon. His
research is focused on understanding how
communication between the egg and sperm is
established for fertilization. Sperm do not have
“eyes” and thus rely on a primitive sensory
system for detecting the egg. Guerrero is study-
ing the molecular and physiological factors
driving sperm chemotaxis. His winning cover shows a Ca2+ dye-loaded
sea urchin (Lytechinus pictus) sperm responding to speract, an egg-
derived peptide. The cartoon of the speract gradient represents the
chemoattractant “lighting” the way. In his free time, Guerrero enjoys
reading andplaying sports, especiallyWorldCupFootball. Heplans to do
a postdoc uponﬁnishing his degree and eventuallywants to runhis own
laboratory.
doi:10.1016/j.ydbio.2010.06.030 Open access under CC BY-NC-ND license.Developmental Biology Postdoctoral Cover Winner
Feng Gao, California Institute of Technology
A rising star, oral view of 3-month-old juvenile bat star (Asterina
miniata)Chinese Academy of Sciences.
There he studied the fossilization
and preservation of 580-million-
year-old fauna from the Doushan-
tuo Formation, a highly preserved
fossil bed in southern China, with Junyuan Chen. Currently, Gao is a
postdoc with Eric Davidson at the California Institute of Technology
where he is investigating the origin and evolution of animal body plans
through their gene regulatory networks. His organisms of choice are
the sea urchin, Strongylocentrotus purpuratus, and the sea star, Patiria
miniata, which have been independently evolving for nearly a half-
billion years. Through a comparative analysis of the genes regulating
the development of these two echinoderms, Gao is uncovering the
molecular changes required to evolve two very distinct body plans.
Much like his laboratory interests, Gao enjoys the extremes of the
outdoors taking trips high up into the mountains and low into the
ocean. In the future, he plans to run his own laboratory.
By Marsha Lucas, SDB Publishing Fellow
Student cover submissions: First row: Erik Kelly, Franklin & Marshall College; Rachel Melissa Brewster, Elim Hong, University of Maryland Baltimore County; Amber K O'Connor,
University of Alabama at Birmingham (two panels). Second row: Danny Ben-Zvi, R. Crystal Chaw, Weizmann Institute of Science; Poulomi Ray, Clemson University; Kasey
Basch, Yale University; Mikah Cofﬁndaffer Wilson, University of Cincinnati. Third row: Mark Chartlon-Perkins, Cincinnati Children's Hospital Research Foundation; Inna
Tabansky, Harvard University; Dávid Molnár, Semmelweis Universitiy; Jun Wang, Texas A&M Health Science Center IBT. Fourth row: Robert Hufnagel, Cincinnati Children's
Hospital; Adán Guerrero, Instituto de Biotecnología, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México.
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Postdoc cover submissions: First row: Benjamin Arenkiel, Duke University Medical Center; Sandra Rieger, UCLA (three panels). Second row: Sandra Rieger, UCLA; Pragnya Das,
CHOP; Rebecca McLennan, Stowers Institute for Medical Research (two panels); Ryan Gray, Johns Hopkins School of MedicineThird row: Therese M. Roth, University of
Michigan; Ellen Binder, UCL Institute of Child Health; Sarah Wanner, University of Chicago; Michael James Boyle, University of Washington; Alethia Villasenor, UT Southwestern
Medical Center. Fourth row: Jun Lei, University of Toledo Health Science Campus; Rodney Michael Dale, Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine, Children's
Memorial Research Center; Miriam Rosenberg, Teresa Blackman, Claude Desplan, New York University; Philip Seymour, UC San Diego. Fifth row: Tie Liu, Carnegie Institute in
Stanford University (ﬁve panels). Sixth row: Feng Gao, Caltech (two panels); Sujata Bhattacharyya, Emory University; Alethia Villasenor, UT Southwestern Medical Center.
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